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QUITE lot of peoplewere dis-

appointedby their inabilityto hear

Boris Johnson, the ebullient mayor

of London, speakat the inaugural,
annual Winston Churchill lecture

at the Konrad Adenauer Center in

Jerusalemwithin the context of the

50th anniversarycelebrations of the

JerusalemFoundation. The Tuesday

nightlecture,which was advertised

last Fridayin the English-language
media, was instantlybooked up,

leavingOrlyAbuloff at Mishkenot

with the task of respondingapolo-

geticallyto scores of email requests

from around the country that she

was sorry, but there were no more

ticketsleft.

However, those peoplewho had

been advised several weeks earlier

that Johnson would be one of two

keynotespeakersat the Israel,Brit-

ain and the Commonwealth Associ-

ation'sannual Balfour Dinner at the

Tel Aviv Hilton, and had reserved

places,had greattime on Monday

nightlaughinguproariouslyat John-

son's sophisticatedabilityto poke
fun at himself.

But what heartened them even

more was Johnson's unmitigated
admiration for Israel.Johnson, ,15

had firstcome to Israelas 20-year-
old to volunteer on kibbutz. He

had dreamed of pickingoranges in

kibbutz orchard in the Galilee,but

instead was put to work washingand

sortingdishes. He quicklycame to

the realizationthat this was waste

of his economic potential,but thisin

no way diminished his admiration

forIsrael,and in laterlifehe returned

to visit.

He finds certain similarities

between London and Tel Aviv and

London and Israel,with innovation

at the top of the list.He had become

very enamored with Israeliinnova-

tion afterthen-ambassador to the UK

Daniel Taub had givenhim copy

of Start-UpNation: The StoryofIsm-

el'sEconomic Miracle.Johnson quot-

ed the succinct definition of Israel's

innovation as coined by Peres: "from

oranges to Apples."
Israelhas more companieson the

London Stock Exchangethan any

other country in the world," said

Johnson,addingthat he had uncon-

sdouslymodeled himself on TelAviv

Mayor Ron Huldai. In fact,earlierin

the day,the two had gone on bicy-
cle tour of Tel Aviv.

After statingthat both Britain

and Israel have moved away from

state socialism to strongerfree mar-

kets,Johnson made the point:"You

can't have free markets without the

democracythat permeatesIsraeland

London." The societythat iswilling
to frequentlychange governments

is more likelyto changeeverything
else,he said,addingthat argument,

exchangeand debate are signsof

societythat isfree,pluraland open.

"A free and open societyin this

partof the Middle East is the most

amazinglegacyof the Balfour Decla-

ration,"asserted Johnson.Whatever

criticism of Israelthere may be, it

is stillthe case that Israelis by far

the most democratic countryin the

region,"he said, "which is why

rejectcompletelythe suggestionthat

of all the countries in the Middle

East, thiscountryshould be the sub-

."jectof boycott


