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P■ IT STARTED out as the kind of uni-

vcrsalbear hugthatonlyBoris Johnson
can deliver.

Whether was his off-scriptcom-

ments duringhisbicycleridewith Tel

Aviv mayor Ron Iluldai,out-staring

grey mullet in Jerusalem'sMahane

Yehuda market, or promptingburstsof

laughterduringhisWinston Churchill

memorial lecture,theindomitable Lon-

don mayor lavishedon Israelhis usual

combination of humour, wit and erudi-

tion and itwent down treat.

On Wednesday,however, the conflict

caughtup with him.

Comments he had made duringhis

tour attackingthose behind the BDS

movement promptedPalestinianactiv-

ists to make threats againsthim on

Israelis

greeted
the London

mayor

rapturously

socialmedia, and most of Mr Johnson's

plannedengagementswithPalestinian

groups were then cancelledover secu-

rityconcerns.
Mr Johnson'sbackingfor this cor-

respondent who was banned from

attendingone meeting
because of my Israelipass- Israeli!

port added to the furore.
"TPPtP

Israel,on the other hand,

greetedMr Johnsonraptur- lieL0I

ousl-v■ mayo

Ploughing tirelessly .~

throughtwo 15-hourdavS1 rapilir

the mayor rung open the

TelAviv stockexchangeand wandered

throughJerusalem'sOld City,from holy
site to holysite,enjoyingfacerccogni-
tion affordedfew foreignmayors.

In the Muslim quarter,one man,

opening up his shop,shouted out

-Prime Minister! Prime Minister!" As

the familiarblondmop approachedthe

Koiel,another passer-byshouted out:

"Good job,Boris!FollowafterDavid "!

In TelAviv,Mr Johnsonheld public
conversation with Israel'sformer presi-

dent Shimon Peres, wh urged few

hundred Arab and Jewish

youthsin attendance to ere-

ate ''twitterstorms".

Mr Johnsonheld private
10011 meetingsin TelAviv and in

Jerusalemwith high-tech

entrepreneursand rode

OL/i/V another bikethroughthe

drizzlingrain to highlighi
theadvantagesofMobileyetechnology,
which isnow preventingvehiclesfrom

runningover pedestriansin Ealing.
After mini-van equippedwith

the technologydodgedthe helmeted

mayor, Mobilcyeexecutive claimed

humorously:"We saved the mayor of

London!"

During his Churchill

riallectureat Jerusalem'sMishkenot

Sha'ananim.MrJohnsonmassagedhis

audience likeputty,drawinglaughs
and burstsofapplause.He stressedthe

qualitiesthatWinston Churchillshared

with Israel "daring,audacity,derring-
do, and indomitability".

He added that Mr Churchill "was

sometimes wrong, as In thegoldstand-

ard,abdicationcrisisand over India".

Perhapswith one eye on the next day
in Ramallah, an ebullientand garrulous

Mrjohnsonissued aw:arningaboutPal-

estinian rights,
Mr Churchill,Mr Johnsonsaid,had

told Jewishaudiences theyhad "the

chance to create land flowingwith

milk and honey",but he warned thai

"everystep yo lake must therefore

be forthe moral and materialbenefi of

allPalestinians",

"Ithink todaywe have to admit :hai

the presentsituation does not entirely
accordwith lhat Churchillianvision

notyet,"MrJohnsonsaid.

The speechended daythatstarted

with sombre visitto Yad Vashem, and

included raucous visitto Jerusalem's
Mahane Yehudamarket;fish-wrangling
and polenta-whiskingwith chef As sal

Granit, of Soho'sPalomar;and brief

pause at muddy footballpitchfor

match with IsraeliPresident Reuven

Rivlinand /\raband Jewish10-year-old

boyssignedup to coexistence scheme

sponsoredbythe BritishEmbassy
The tour's staledpurpose had been

trade.Eor Israel,the mission was clear

success. For the Palestinians,it was

missed opponunity
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