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"One of the most amaz-

ing things about Winston

Churchill was his ability

to drink mean to drink

enough alcohol to fellan ox."

With those words, visiting
London Mayor Boris Johnson

began his inauguralWinston

Churchill lecture in Jerusa-

lem yesterdayevening.

Johnson, author of "The

Churchill Factor: How One

Man Made History/went on

to tell the packed audience

at Mishkenot Sha'ananim

that while Britain's great-

est wartime leader "started

the day with weak whisky
and water which he used

as kind of mouthwash," he

rejectedany suggestionthat

the "famous triangularkink

inthe border between Jordan

and Saudi Arabia known as

Winston's hiccup was the

result of a... slipof the ruler

when he was Colonial Secre-

tary."
In between cracking up

the audience with such vi-

gnettes,the popularLondon

mayor, who is on three-

day economic-oriented trip
to Israel, also shared some

more serious thoughtsabout

Churchill and his relation-

shipto this country

What is certainlynot

myth is that Churchill drew

that map... and that he was

one of the fathers of the mod-

ern Middle East," said John-

son. "He even coined the

term Middle East, or helped

to popularizeit."

Johnson told of how

Churchill came to Israel in

1922 as Colonial Secretary,

giving hearingto both the

Jewish community and the

Palestinian Arabs. "Itwas his

jobto giveeffectto that mas-

terpieceof Foreign Office

Janus facing doublespeak
and equivocation,the Bal-

four declaration," Johnson

quipped.
"If Balfour had been re

sponsiblefor His Majesty's

government'spolicyon cake,

he would have been pro-

havingitand pro-eatingit,"

added the mayor to applause.

Johnson also spoke of

Churchill's "deepest per-

sonal sympathies,"towards

the Jewish people,probably,

said Johnson, "because of

qualitiesthat he evidently

shared himself: energy, self-

reliance, hard work, family

life."

"If we look at the history
of modern Israel there is

no doubt that the compari-
son can be extended and

that there is something

Churchillian about the coun-

."tryhe helpedto create


