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“The Court’s power lies in its legitimacy — a product of substance and
perception that shows itself in the people’s acceptance of the judiciary
as fit to determine what the nation's law means and to declare what it
demands... To overrule under fire in the absence of the most
compelling reason to reexamine a watershed decision would subvert
the court's legitimacy beyond any serious question””.
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“The notion that we would decide a case differently from the way we
otherwise would have, in order to show that we can stand firm against
public disapproval, is frightening’'... How upsetting it is that so many
of our citizens (good people, not lawless ones...) think that we
justices should properly take into account their views, as though we

were engaged not in ascertaining an objective law but in determining
some kind of social consensus™”2,
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